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constant so far as birds from the two regions are concerned, the compara- 
tively very small number of specimens of intermediate character coming 
of course from neutral territory.-ROBERT RIDGWAY, Washington, D. C. 

Spizella pusilla wintering near Hartford, Conn. -This species seems 
to have some inclination to winter in this vicinity, as will be seen from 
the following data: While collecting Jan. II, i886, I saw four, three of 
which I shot for positive identification. Jan. 26, of this same year, I saw 
another which was in company with a flock of Sfizella monticola. I 
could not find them again during the winter of this year. On Jan. 20, 
I887, noticing a small Sparrow hopping around the door-yard I soon ap- 
proached it, and found it very tame, and noticed that it was a typical 

Sfizella fusilla. This bird remained around here, during a very ' cold 
snap,' until Jan. 26, after which it suddenly disappeared. From these 
facts, I think their stay here must have been voluntary, for the coldest 
weather failed to drive them away, and there were several seen at different 
times, which proves clearly enough that they were not all disabled birds.- 
WILLARD E. TREAT, East Hartford, Conn. 

Change of Winter Habitat in the Grass Finch.-I take the following 
entries from my note book: "January 2, I885. Shot four males from a 
flock of twelve Poocetes gramineus conjinis, the first I ever saw here 
in winter. They seemed to want to feed in one spot of stubble and would 
return to it after being fired at.-Jan. 5. Saw Grass Finches.-Jan. 8. 
Saw same flock of Grass Finches.-Jan. 12. I saw a flock of one dozen 
Grass Finches at the school house.-Jan. 13. I saw two dozen Grass 
Finches at the school house; think they came from the south; also 
Savanna Sparrows, and a flock of Waxwings. Mercury 300 F.-Jan. i6. 
Cold high wind all night. Temperature about zero. I saw three Grass 
Finches and a Song Sparrow.-Jan. 17. Mercury 90 (above). The Grass 
Finches are still feeding at the stock corral; not more than half a dozen 
seen at one time.-Jan. 22. Mercury 320; wind E. S. E.; rain and sleet. 
In a two mile walk I saw a large flock of Grass Finches. In comparing 
ten skins eight of the skins are exactly intermediate between the typical 
gramineus and the var. conqinis. One is typical gramineus, shot here 
(Cook Co., Tex.) March 12, I88o. One is var. confinis, shot at Colorado, 
Tex., May i8, I882.-Feb. 2. I shot and compared three Grass Finches; 
they seem to constantly stand between the type and the variety; the bill 
of the western bird may be a little longer and the ear-coverts whiter or 
grayer. Size in inches: 

3 Length, 6.30 Wing, 3.10 Tail, 2.60 

6.25 " 3.00 " 2.35 

&3 " 6.oo " 2.90 " 2.50." 

From the above it may be seen that the birds persisted in staying 
through January, and my notes show that they were seen at intervals un- 
til March 12, when they were heard singing. 
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On Nov. 17, I885, the bulk passed south, and on Dec. io the mercury 
fell to 150 below freezing. This was the coldest weather until Jan. 7, i886. 
On Jan. 6, i886, a flock of fifteen were seen, and were repeatedly seen up 
to Jan. 20. Where those birds came from and why they came at such an 
unseasonable time of the year is the question. It will be seen that they 
passed south in November, I885. It will be further noted that there was 
only four days difference in the time of arrival in January, I885, and that 
of i886. For three weeks prior to their arrival in i88S it was very cold 
for this climate. For three weeks prior to their arrival in I886 the tem- 
perature was moderate. During January, i886, they enduired weather 40 
below zero. 

If winds are to be considered as affecting the flight of birds, these 
Finches must have come from the N. W., as it had blown from that quar- 
ter for five successive days, and one day it blew with great violence all 
day. They were just ahead of the 'blizzard' of Jan. 7, which was also 
from N. W. But why should they come in advance of the cold in i886, 
and through it in i88S? Mr. Nehrling (Bull. N. 0. C., Vol. VII, p. 12) 

says: "Grass Finch. Only found during migrations. None remnain, so 
far as I know, to winter or to breed." His observations were made near 
Houston, Tex. Mr. Geo. B. Sennett's 'Notes on the Ornithology of the 
Lower Rio Grande of Texas,' page 17, says: "Powcetes gramineus con- 

finis (Gm.) Bd. Western Grass Finch. & Apr. gth, Brownsville. T Apr. 
29th, Hidalgo." Dr. J. C. Merrill's 'Notes on the Ornithology of South- 
ern Texas' (Ft. Brown), page 126, says: "Poccetesgramineus var. co,ifinis 
Baird. Spring and Autuimn." 

It is probable from the longitude of the localities in which the above 
observations were made that a large per cent. of the Grass Finches are of 
the intermediate form. 

It is worthy of note that Grass Finches were wintering south of the 
Rio Grande in I876, and on the northern border of Texas in i886.- 
GEORGE H. RAGSDALE, Gainsville, Cook Co., Tex. 

A Song Sparrow wintering in Eastern Maine.-During the winter of 
i885-86 I received a Song Sparrow (Melospiza fasciata) from a friend, 
who secured it on January 23, i886. The bird found abundant food during 
its winter sojourn in the chaff and other refuse from a large barn, in the 
immediate vicinity of which was a protected covert that afforded it ample 
shelter. On dissection it proved to be a male in good condition. Con- 
sidering the date and locality, it may fairly be said to have been wintering. 
-LEWIS M. TODD, Calais, Me. 

The Song Sparrow in New Brunswick in Winter. - I have seen the 
Song Sparrow occasionally in New Brunswick during the winter months, 
and Mr. Francis Bain says a few regularly remain on Prince Edward's 
Island all winter.--MONTAGUE CHAMBERLAIN, St. Yohn, N. B. 

Unusual Nesting-Site of the Song Sparrow.-Mr. Wilbur F. Lamb, 
of Holyoke, Mass., writes me under date of May 30, 1887, as follows: "I 


	Article Contents
	p. 259
	p. 260

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Auk, Vol. 4, No. 3 (Jul., 1887), pp. 177-272
	Descriptions of Six Supposed New Species of Birds from the Islands of Old Providence and St. Andrews, Caribbean Sea [pp. 177-180]
	A List of the Birds Taken by Mr. Robert Henderson, in the Islands of Old Providence and St Andrews, Caribbean Sea, during the Winter of 1886-87 [pp. 180-181]
	Birds of Tom Green and Concho Counties, Texas [pp. 181-193]
	The Red-Headed Woodpecker a Hoarder [pp. 193-196]
	On the Avi-Fauna of Pinal County, with Remarks on Some Birds of Pima and Gila Counties, Arizona (Continued) [pp. 196-205]
	Rare Birds of Northeastern New Brunswick [pp. 205-213]
	The Present Condition of Some of the Bird Rookeries of the Gulf Coast of Florida [pp. 213-222]
	The Birds of the West Indies, including the Bahama Islands, the Greater and the Lesser Antilles, excepting the Islands of Tobago and Trinidad (Continued) [pp. 223-232]
	A New Race of the Sharp-Tailed Sparrow (Ammodramus caudacutus) [pp. 232-239]
	Observations in Western North Carolina Mountains in 1886 [pp. 240-245]
	Description of a New Euethia from Old Providence Island [p. 245]
	Recent Literature
	Review: The New Canadian Ornithology [pp. 245-246]
	Review: McI1wraith's Birds of Ontario [pp. 246-249]
	Review: Stejneger on the Species of Pardalotus [p. 249]
	Review: Stejneger on Two European Thrushes [p. 249]
	Review: Stejneger on Japanese Birds [pp. 249-250]
	Review: Blakiston on the Water-Birds of Japan [p. 250]
	Review: Wells and Lawrence on the Birds of Grenada, West Indies [pp. 250-251]
	Review: Ridgway Ornithological Club [p. 251]
	Publications Received [pp. 251-252]

	General Notes
	The Middletown, Conn., Glossy Ibis of 1850 [pp. 253-254]
	Geococcyx Californianus: A Correction [pp. 254-255]
	Hummingbirds Feeding Their Young on Insects [p. 255]
	Otocoris Alpestris Praticola in Chester County, South Carolina [pp. 255-256]
	The Canada Jay in Southern Vermont in Summer [p. 256]
	Occurrence of the Evening Grosbeak (Coccothraustes vespertina) at Toronto, Canada [pp. 256-257]
	Occurrence of the Evening Grosbeak in Fulton County, Kentucky [p. 257]
	Winter Plumage of Leucosticte Australis [pp. 257-258]
	Note on Spizella Monticola Ochracea Brewst [pp. 258-259]
	Spizella Pusilla Wintering near Hartford, Conn. [p. 259]
	Change of Winter Habitat in the Grass Finch [pp. 259-260]
	Unusual Nesting-Site of the Song Sparrow [pp. 260-261]
	Nesting of the Hudsonian Chickadee (Parus hudsonicus) [p. 261]
	Another Specimen of Bachman's Warbler (Helminthophila bachmani) [p. 262]
	Additional Specimens of Bachman's and Swainson's Warblers, Obtained by Mr. Chas. S. Galbraith, in the Spring of 1887 [pp. 262-263]
	Birds Laying Their Eggs in the Nests of Other Birds [pp. 263-264]
	Additions to Mr. Drew's List of the Birds of Colorado [pp. 264-265]

	Correspondence
	Individual Variation in the Skeletons of Birds, and Other Matters [pp. 265-268]
	Scarcity of Adult Birds in Autumn [pp. 268-269]
	The 'Proceedings' of the U. S. National Museum [p. 270]

	Notes and News [pp. 270-272]



